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Abstract
This paper is a critical review of the early Norse kings
of  York. The true value of  all sources is analysed and
evaluated, as well as compared to the hagiography and
legend of the ‘Historia de Sancta Cuthberta’ whose
credibility is verified.

YORK

Originated York (OE Eoforwic) was a legio-
nary fortress in Roman times named Eboracum. The
fortress was situated on the left bank of the river
Ouse with the settlement Colonia Eboracensis on
the right bank of  the river. Here, the Roman ‘legio
VI Victrix’ held, until the abandoned of the Ro-
mans once in the 5th century. In the 6th century
York was reoccupied as a royal, ecclesiastical and
merchant centre of the Anglo-Saxon kingdom of
Northumbria.

Jórvik - as the Norsemen called York - attracted
them precisely because it already was a well-estab-
lished political, religious and commercial centre,
defended by Roman walls.  After its initial capture
on 21 November 866 by the Great Army 1 under
the leadership of  Halfdan, York was either under
Norse control or firmly in their sights for almost a
century.

At that time, the trade settlement moved to the
ness or cape where the River Ouse joins River Foss
and the old city plan was regulated according to
the new needs. A new bridge was built over Ouse
and existing Roman-Anglo fortifications were rec-
tified with massive ramparts and wooden stakes,
palisades, at the top 2.

It was the principal and longest-lasting bastion
of independent Norse power in England. The take-
over of  Jórvik created the northern Norse power-
base, an important trading and manufacturing cen-
tre on the East-West trading chain between Jórvik,
Dublin and Scandinavia, and beyond, to Russia,
Constantinople and Baghdad. These were benefi-
cial connections, which fed new contacts into the
Anglo-Saxon economy, alongside its own estab-

lished network of  merchants and traders, with their
own links to the Baltic, the Low Countries, Ger-
many, France, down to Italy and the Mediterra-
nean.

HÁLFDAN THE DANE

Hálfdan (Healfdene) occurs in the Anglo-Saxon
Chronicle for the first time in Britain by the arrival
of  the Great Army. Then he invades Wessex in
870, but withdraws with Bagseg to lead the battle
of Ashdown in 871. Then, he continued looting
towards London, as a while was during Norse in-
fluence, when he issued coins in his own name
around 870s 3. According to ASC 873, Norsemen
went from London and over-wintered at Torksey
in Lindsey.

When the Great Army split up - after winter-
ing - from their base at Repton (Hreopedune) in
873-74, Hálfdan took his followers to York, win-
tering on the Tyne in 874-75, and the following
spring overran Bernicia, Lothian and Strathclyde
in 875 - all as mentioned in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle
(A, E, 875). The latter section is repeated in the
Gesta Alfredi and the Historia regum Anglorum 4.

A number of sources mention that Hálfdan
(Halfdene rex Danorum) sailed up the Tyne (Ti-
nam), destroyed all the monasteries and churches
was depopulated 5. The extent of  the destruction
that accompanied Hálfdan's expedition up the Tyne,
remains unclear.

Only two sources mention the later history of
Hálfdan, which are the Chronicon monasterii Dunel-
mensis and the Libellus de exordio, both of  which
give the same passage -

Coin of King Halfdan, London year 872.
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For as insanity afflicted his mind, so the direct torment
afflicted his body, from which there arose such an
intolerable stench that he was rendered odius to his whole
army. Thus dispised and rejected by all persons, he fled
away from the Tyne with only three ships and was never
seen again.

Libellus de exordio finishes off by saying, "and
shortly afterwards he and all his followers per-
ished". One fact is that Hálfdan does not seem to
perished shortly after 875.

The following year - 876 - Hálfdan divided
Northumbria (Norðan hymbra land) - south of
Tyne - between his companions (ASC, E, 876). He
settled his men on lands in Deira, and they took
up farming (ASC, MS, C, 877). Hálfdan disappears
from Anglo-Saxon sources soon after this 6.

Remarks: Norse influense until 876

The Danish leader, Hálfdan, attacked the prop-
erty of St Cuthbert by making a raid along the
Tyne. This second wave of  Norsemen had decided
to annex and settle large areas of East Anglia and
Northumbria. According to the narrative in Historia
de Sancta Cuthberta (875) -

Hálfdan was forced to withdraw because he was issued
down by God and St Cuthbert for his impiety.

The essential feature of this new wave of Norse
activity was, that the Northumbrians were going
to be forced to accommodate a substantial and
permanent influx of  Scandinavians 7.

Once the Norsemen settled into York, their di-
rect authority affected Yorkshire up to the River
Tees, possibly up towards the River Wear in County
Durham, where they subjected the Anglian popu-
lation to their overlordship. Norse control of
northern Northumbria was incomplete and incon-
sistent, and Anglian kings at Bamburgh remained
in control of  the region north of  the River Tees.

 This began a new era in Northumbria; the king-
dom of  Yorkshire ruled by Norsemen and their
descendants, and the kingdom of  the northern part
of  Northumbria ruled directly by Angles, mostly
from descendants of the royal family at Bamburgh,
but occasionally by other local nobles.

After conquering York and the nearby region,
Hálfdan rewarded his loyal 'jarls' with manor es-
tates situated around York. Most manors from
along the River Tees south to the River Humber,
including the capital city York itself, became the
property of the new Norse landed elite 8.

~
In the continental sources, Halfdan and Sigfred

are mentioned in the Annales Fuldenses the year 873.
In Easter Day in April, king Sigfred (Sigifridi Dano-
rum Regis) sent his ambassadors to Louis the Ger-
man in Worms (villa Bisestat prope Wormatiam). The
same year and in August, the Emperor held parlia-
ment in Metz where Halfdan, plausible brother of
king Sigfred sent his ambassadors to him (Halbdani
frater Sigifridi regis). In more sources Halfdan and
Sigfred are mentioned as ‘duo reges Nortmanno-
rum’ 9.

These two kings - Halfdan and Sigfred - may
have exercised some royal power within Denmark,
or a part of it. But in an age when the Danish ter-
ritories were not yet a consolidated kingdom and
when Scandinavian kings may have been polyga-
mous, it is not surprising that there were many
'kings' who sought to make their fortunes and
found their careers in the West 10.

INTERREGNUM

After the disappearing of Halfdan from the
sources in 876, Symeon of Durham's mid- to late
12th-century Historia regum Anglorum records, that
king Ecgberht II acceded - plausible as sub-king
of  York - following Ricsige (873-76). Symeon does
not identify Ecgberht II or Ricsige, nor does he
explain their fashion of  rule in Northumbria.

According to the 13th-century annals Flores
Historiarum of  Roger of  Wendover - Ricsige ‘died
of  grief ’ after the settlement by Halfdan - and was
succeeded by Ecgberht II.

These sources claim that Northumbria was
ruled by Anglo kings under Norse sovereignty until
the reign of Guthred. However, these texts are
unacceptably late, and the origins of their reports
are uncertain.

A prerequisite for a continuation of the king-
dom of  Yorkshire seen in connection with the ex-
istence of  Ecgberht II in the sources, rests on the
credibility of  few sources.
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GUTHRED FILIUM HARDACNUT

After the annal for 876 there is silence in the
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle regarding Northumbrian af-
fairs until annal 893. It is only broken when the
Norsemen of Northumbria sent ships to raid
Wessex 6.

Halfdan was not replaced by a Norse king at
York until Guthred (ON Guðrøðr) was elected in
883 11. It is the mid- or late 11th-century Historia de
Sancto Cuthberto whose narrative describes the cir-
cumstances of  his accession as a king.

‘Vade’, inquit, ‘super Tinam ad exercitum
Danorum, et dic eis ut si volunt mihi
obedientes esse, ostendant tibi emtitium
quendam puerum cuiusdam vidue nomine
Guthred filium Hardacnut, et summo mane
da tu et totus exercitus pro eo precium vidue,
et hora tercia super precium, hora vero sexta
duc eum ante totam multitudinem ut eum
regem eligant, hora vero nona duc eum cum
toto exercitu super montem qui vocatur
Oswigesdune et ibi pone in brachio eius
dextero armillam auream, et sic eum omnes
regem constituant. Dic etiam ei postquam
rex effectus fuerit, ut det mihi totam terram
inter Tinam et Wyrram, et quicumque ad me
confugerit, vel pro homicidio vel pro aliqua
necessitate, habeat pacem per triginta
septem dies et noctes’ (HSC 13, pp. 52-3).

‘Go across the Tyne to the Danish army, and say to
them that if they wish to be obedient to me, they must
show to you a certain boy purchased by a widow, called
Guthred, son of  Harthacnut, and in the early morning
you, and the whole army, are to offer to the widow a
price for him. And at the third hour give the above price;
at the sixth hour lead him before the whole multitude, so
that they may elect him king. At the ninth hour lead
him with the whole army to the top of the hill called
Oswigesdune, and there put on his right arm a gold
armlet, so they may all appoint him king. Also say to
him, after he has become king, that he must give to me
all the land between the Tyne and Wear, and whoever
flees to me, whether because of homicide or of any other
necessity, is to have peace for thirty-seven days and nights’

A Guthred is mentioned in several sources as
king of  York in the early 880s. Unfortunately, with
one exception all of those sources could easily de-
rive from the Historia de Sancto Cuthberto itself.

The Annales Lindisfarnensis record that in
881 - ‘Guthred from being a servent was
created king through the aid of St Cuth-
bert’ - (AL 881).
The Historia regum Anglorum states that in
883 - ‘Guthred from being a servent was
made king’ - (HRi 78).

Both statements are interlinear additions to their
texts - and both record the dead of Guthred, the
AL in 893 and HR in 894.

Guthred is also dealt with in De primo Saxonum
aduentu, a 12th-century Durham compilation of
Anglo-Saxon regnal lists, where this source gives
Guthred a considerably longer reign.

The tale of Historia de Sancto Cuthberto states -
‘then Guthred [ruled], the son of  Hardecnut, a royal
youth sold into slavery by the Danes, but St Cuth-
bert raised him from slavery to kingship. He
reigned for fourteen years’ -5.

The only early source independent of the Histo-
ria de Sancto Cuthberto which seems to refer to
Guthred at all, is the Chronicon Æthelweardi 895,
which states - ‘when the course of one year was at
an end, Guthfrith 12, king of  the Northumbrians,
died on the nativity of St Bartholomew the apos-
tle of Christ (August 24) and his body is entombed
in the city of  York in the principal church’ (ba-
silica summa).

~
Guthred is the first Norse king of  York for

whom we have any evidence of coins being issued
by him. There is, however, only one known coin
with the inscription Hardacnut. In Silverdale Lan-
cashire, England and the year 2011 a very special
coin type was found - none had seen before.

One side of it reads » dns rex « which is the
latin abbreviation of the word Dominus and Rex
for King. The letters arranged in the form of  a
cross because many Norsemen’s had converted to
Christianity within a generation of settling in Brit-
ain.

~
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On the other side, the inscription reads ‘Airde-
conut’ which appears to be an attempt to repre-
sent the Scandinavian name Hardacnut, a ruler not
previously known 13.

The word can be divided into two parts - ‘airde’
and ‘conut’ - where the last part has a striking simi-
larity to canut(e). In the Anglo-Saxon world, the
name Cnut is changed to the English Canute due
to difficulties with the Nordic sound ‘cn’. In Latin
we see the later word Canutus used.

The first part ‘airde’ seems to be initially gib-
berish but inserting a missing H will express the
part as Ha[i]rde. The result is that Airdeconut is iden-
tical to (H)a[i]rde-c[o](a)nut - i.e. Hardecanut(e)  14.

The missing H is also seen as Ardecnut, Artdcnut
on coins of the later king Hardacnut, son of Cnut
the Great (Hauberg, Dansk Mønt). Therefore, the
researchers in linguistics assess that Airdeconut must
be the mintmasters attempt to reproduce the diffi-
cult name Harðacnvt.

Remarks: Norse influense 883 to 895

We don't know who has written the Historia de
Sancto Cuthberto and what the main purpose has
been with this narrative. The anonymous monk
seems to have collected all the historical and
haiographical evidence he ever could find.

The Historia contains a number of miraculous
episodes which do not derive from any earlier
known works. These include the story of  the elec-
tion of  king Guthred - and the story of  how a
Scottish army attacking king Guthred was swal-
lowed by the earth 15.

A previously unrecorded coin type, probably carrying
the name - airdeconut - of an otherwise unknown
Norse ruler in northern England. By Ian Richardson,
Treasure Registrar.

Clare Downham concludes 16 - ‘Historia de Sancto
Cuthberto, which may date from the eleventh cen-
tury, identifies Guthred as a slave who was pur-
chased by the abbot of Carlisle who with divine
guidance got him elected to the kingship of  York.
This hagiographical account cannot be regarded
as factually reliable’ - .

The mythical overtones of  the Guthred story
are certainly striking, and several nineteenth-cen-
tury historians pointed out the parellels between
the story of  Guthred and the Scandinavian 'Trælle-
knútr', a slave-boy who eventually becomes a king
in the late 13th-century Jómsvikinga Saga and the early
13th-century Óláf  Tryggvason's Saga ('Þaðan af  var
hann kallaðr Þræla Knútr' ) 5. But this comparing is
highly speculative.

The sources have more approaches to the ori-
gin of Guthred. One believe that Guthreds father
was a king and a second consider he was a relative
of one of the followers of Halfdan.

The two king's Halfdan and Bagseg lead the
battle at Ashdown, where king Bagseg falls, as well
as the older and younger Sidoc, earl Frene and earl
Harald (ASC 871). A plausible possibility is that a
connection to Guthred may attributable to the
homeland of  one or more of  these king's and earl's.

The name Hardacnut is extremely rare and only
three or four people of the Danish genus have
had this name. Otherwise, the name is completely
unknown. The son of Cnut the Great - Hardecnut
- writes as follows on his coins in the period 1035-
42 - Harðacnvt, Harðecnvt, Hardacnvt, Harðacunut
(Galster 1962) - and the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle men-
tions him as Hardacnut.

Until now, there is evidence for the king Guth-
frith in Æthelweard's Chronicle 895, and as the king
Guthred with the term 'Airdeconut' mentioned
on the coin from the Silverdale hoard, estimated depo-
sition 900-10 AD 17.

Factually, it seems to that Guthred filium Hardacnut
is a historical person.



~

~
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The Silverdale hoard with more than 200 pieces silver and jewellery from the date about
900-10 AD discovered 2011 in Silverdale, Lancashire located on the edge of Morecambe
Bay, on the Irish Sea coast.

SIGFRED THE EARL

Adam of Bremen reports 18 that Guthred fol-
lowed Halfdan - and his sons, Olaf, Sigfred og
Ragnald were kings of Northumbria. Adam cited
- a now lost - Gesta Anglorum containing this infor-
mation.

‘In Angliam quoque miserunt unum ex sociis
Halpdani, qui dum ab Anglis occideretur,
Dani constituerunt in locum eius Gudredum.
Is autem Nordimbriam expugnavit. Scrip-

tum est in Gestis Anglorum’ (Praefatio, Ca-
pitulum 41).

‘They also sent one of Halfdan's companions to Anglia.
When he was killed by the Angles, the Danes set
Guthred in his place. This conquered Northumbria,
which is written in Gesta Anglorum’.

‘Anglia, ut supra diximus et in Gestis
Anglorum scribitur, post mortem Gudredi
a filiis eius Analaph, Sigtrih et Reginold,
per annos fere centum permansit in ditione

Danorum’ (Liber Secundus,Capitulum 22).

‘As written in Gesta Anglorum, and after the dead of
Guthred, his sons Olaf, Sigfred and Ragnald reigned
Anglia which remained under Danish domination for
almost a hundred years’.

Chronicon Æthelweardi 893-(4) mentions a possi-
ble Sigfred leading a Norse fleet against North
Devon, and besieges Exeter with 140 ships, which
implies that Northumbria was the homeland of
Sigfred (Sigeferth piraticus de Northymbriorum uertit ad
proprias sedes).

‘Sigeferth the pirate arrived from the land of  the North-
umbrians with a large fleet, ravaged twice along the coast
on that one expedition, and afterwards sailed back to
his own land’.

This decade, the Norsemen had an interactive
trade between the cities of  Dublin and York which
at one time stagnated due to internal unrest in the
control of Dublin 19. Therefore, Sigfred the Earl
(Sichfrit in erll ) was sent to Dublin to bring rest in
the camp.

‘Mescbaidh mór for Gallaibh Atho Cliath
co n-dechadur i n-esriuth, indala rand dibh
la m. nImair, ind rann n-aile la Sichfrith
nIerll’ (Ulster annals 893.4).

‘A great disturbance among the foreigners of  Áth Cliath,
and they dispersed, one of their divisions went with the
son of  Ívarr, and the other division with Sigfred the
Earl’.

This led to, that Sihtric I Ivarsson in Dublin was
deposed 20 and Sigfred Earl Guthredsson took over
the power for a while the following year.



Northumbrian coinage until 910

Sigfred was issuing coins bearing his name, the
title of King, and the mint signature for the city
of  York (Ebraice Civitas). He is spelled on the coins
as both the Latinised Siefredus (c. 894-98) and the
Anglicised Sievert (c. 895-902).

There appears to have been another king in
Northumbria at about this time, named Cnut, as a
large number of coins combine the names Siefred
and Cnut (c. 895-902); this may suggest that they

ruled jointly in Northumbria 21 23. The relative chro-
nology for the joint issues assumed to be in the
period after the death of Guthred and c. 900.

Both Sigfred and Cnut are only known from
their coins - and are not mentioned in the Anglo-
Saxon Chronicle.

 Only two and rare pennies belonging to the
same period and hoard, bear the inscription Sihtric
Comes (c. 895) and there is good reason to belive
that he is to be identified with Sihtric I Ivarsson of
Dublin 24.

 This identification is an important indicator
showing that the Scandinavian takeover of  York
in association with Dublin, created a common
Norse power-base, an important trading and manu-
facturing centre on the East-West trading chain.

 That may explain the response of both King
Guthfred and Sigfred the Earl at the turmoil that
occurred in Dublin in 893, and where Sihtric I
Ivarsson was deposed for a while.
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The year after, Sihtric I was restored, after which
Sigfred Earl returned to York.

‘M. Imhair iterum docum nErenn’ (Ulster
annals 894).

‘The son of  Ívarr [arrived] in Ireland again’.

The 24 of August 895, Guthred was succeeded
by Sigfred as king of  York, between 895-900.
Sigfred himself dies around the year 900 but the
circumstances are not known.

Furthermore, Sigfred issued coins in York with
the brand Ebraice Civitas. A large numbers of these
coins is due to the fact that a mighty hoard was
found in 1840 at Cuerdale, near Preston in Lanca-
shire, deposited 905-10 21. The hoard contains
about 5,000 coins of the Danelaw - of which c.
3,000 are from York.

There are some suggestions that a person named
Sigeferth, who raided off the coast of Devon in
893, was the same person as named upon the coins
of  York 22.

CNUT

The identity of Cnut can't be described due to
lack of  information. No mention of  him is made
in contemporary sources. Around c. 1,000 coins in
the hoard of Cuerdale reading 'Cvnt Rex' combined
with the word Cvnnetti (c. 900-902) is a bit of a
mystery. Downham11 suggests that 'Cunetti' is the
mint-masters attempt to latinise Cnut and put the
name in genitive case. The Historia regum Brittaniae
from 1135-39 write 'Canutus'.

Silver penny of  York with inscription
Siefredus rex, Yorkshire Museum.

~

Silver penny of  York, inscription Cnvt rex,
and Ebraice Civitas. Yorkshire Museum.
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ST CUTHBERT AND SYMEON OF DURHAM

The mid- or late 11th-century Historia de Sancto
Cuthberto is a hagiographi or a legend interspersed
with property grants, cast in a traditional form with
a clear evolving tendency, a solid form and con-
taining loan of  events and quotes. The Historia was
produced at Chester-le-Street and at Durham in
several stages.

 A large part of  the text’s primary elements are
explained through descriptions of visions or mira-
cles, which make the story rather unlikely - and
seems to be mythical.

One example is the story concerning king
Guthred and the Scots. A marauding Scots army
was, at the intervention of  St Cuthbert, swallowed
up by the earth in the same way as ‘Dathan and the
company of Abiram’ had met their fate. The bibli-
cal allusion drawn by the author of the miracle
chapter comes from Psalms, CVI, verse xvii, 'Aperta
est terra et deglutivit Dathan, et operuit super congrega-
tionem Abiron'.

Another element is the story of  the ‘seven years’
wandering’. Here, it is about St Cuthbert’s own tale
of woe, where the Community was conquered by
an army of  Norse pagans. Actually, the background
is the narrative regarding Halfdan’s expedition up
the Tyne around 875-76 - destruction of  monas-
teries and churches - and the time until king
Guthred’s accession as king in 883.

By the beginning of  the 'Viking Age', York was
the second largest city in England and already the
second Archbishopric See (Epistola ad Ecgberhtum I
episcopum) in 735 subject to Canterbury.  In the fate-
ful year of 866, when the Norsemen came and at-
tacked York, Wulfhere was the archbishop of  the
city. Unfortunately there are only three primary
sources which describe him and they were all writ-
ten by the monk Symeon of Durham. Symeon is
quite specific about Wulfhere’s actions during this
turbulent time, and writing -

While these bloody struggles were going on, bishop Wulfer
kept aloof, residing at Addingham, a valley in the
Western part of  Yorkshire, which is called Hwerverdale,
upon the banks of the river Hwerf, between Otley and
the castle of Sciptun…

Symeon’s thinly veiled disgust at Wulfhere seems
to have been caused of, that he signed a peace agree-
ment with the invaders.

In the year 872, and obviously not happy with
the Archbishop or king Ecgberht II that had been
appointed to rule over them by the Danes, did the
Northumbrians rebellion. At the time Halfdan and
the army were in London where they were recu-
perating after their victory at Wilton. Thus, ex-
pelled by his own people in York, Wulfhere fled to
Mercia.

According to Symeon of Durham the people
of  York then appointed Ricsige as their king and
after a year Wulfhere was restored to his church
and his See, where he remained event free until his
death 892 or 900, depending of  sources.

It may explain the reaction of the society of
York Minster, which experienced, that a number
of  pagans settled in the city and around Yorkshire,
and that there even the year 883 was appointed a
pagan king - Guthred - as secular administrator.

This changes was not well received all around
the society in Northumbria. St. Cuthbert Commu-
nity was an example of a church that indeed was
skeptical about the new order. They were worried
for the credibility of the reputation of the church,
and distanced themselves from the Archbishopric's
attitude towards the new settlers in York.

It is apparent from Symeon's text that Guthred
granted St Cuthbert all the land between the Tyne
and Wear 25. It is thought to have happened al-
ready in c. 883.

‘But in general, the numerous legendary land grants
cannot be read directly as proof, or even good evidence,
of historic land grants. They are only evidence that,
around the time of  compilation of  the text, Durham’s
establishment were asserting a legal or moral claim to
these territories’  26.

The story of  the pagan king Guthred as a per-
son released from slavery clearly shows St Cuth-
bert's attitude. They drew on Guthred to legitimize
the church’s claim to control the land between the
rivers Tyne and Wear.



It appears that the goal of the Cuthbertine house
may have been targeting specific locations in the
northern part of the Norse settlement, in what later
became county Durham and Yorkshire. In fact, the
accumulation of the lands that would come to
form the future bishopric of  Durham was a lengthy
and gradual process.

Immediately it appears, that the St Cuthbert
Community north of  the River Tees, no longer
considered itself  as a part of  the Yorkshire king-
dom ruled by a pagan king. Thus, the Community
did not anymore felt an obligation to the arch-
bishop Wulfhere of  York.

The lands south of  the River Tees became the
Yorkshire kingdom, also occasionally referenced
as Norse or Danish Yorkshire. Dorothy Whitelock
adopts the tenth century terminology created by
Symeon of Durham which designated ‘north North-
umbria’ as the River Tees north to the Firth of
Forth - and ‘south Northumbria’ as the River Tees
south to the Humber River 27.

Several historians have cast doubt on this Slave-
King account as historical evidence and the story
has literary parallels.

Symeon of Durham

Symeon was a Benedictine monk and
cantor of the church at Durham and was
a member of the Benedictine Convent
introduced to Durham in 1083.

He was the author of the Libellus de
exordio et procurso istius, hoc est Dunhelmensis,
ecclesie (Tract on the origins and progress
of  this, the church of  Durham) and prob-
able compiler of the Historia Regum Ang-
lorum et Dacorum (History of  the Kings of
the English and Danish). Sometimes re-
ferred to as the Historia Dunelmensis ecclesie,
the Libellus de exordio is a history not only
of the church of Durham but also its pre-
decessors. Probably written between 1104
and 1109.
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FINAL REMARKS

The narrative of king Guthred is based on texts
preferably prepared by the Community of Dur-
ham. The well-known existing copies clearly show
the form as Annals, Chronicles or Biographies and prac-
tice the ecclesiastical division in time and ages of
our world, as well as the distinction of Augustin
between the empire of this world and the king-
dom of Good.

In general terms, most annals are generate on
the basis of calendar works and tables helping de-
termining the Easter year by year. As standard is
the world-historical part borrowed from the out-
side and the rest are the monks’ own choice of
contemporary events, as they found worth remem-
bering. Common to the annals is that they are
largely based on each other.

Despite the annals clearly evolving tendency,
their solid form and loan of  events and quotes,
the hagiographies represent a part of the contem-
porary historiography, where it is possible, with
the knowledge of  the fixed fixtures, to approach
specific elements of the individual writing 28.

Regarding the noted Durham copies, they typi-
cally show successive changes or additions with
interpolations, which in many cases have not been
chronologically rendered. Likewise, both the writ-
ing and the wording show that there were numer-
ous different actors. Therefore, it is difficult, chro-
nologically, to determine the individual interpola-
tions.

Regardless of  this, it is possible to trace core
historical elements in the texts e.g. the very rare
name Guthred filium Hardacnut, where Hardacnut is
linked to the Danish royal family. It is beyond any
thought that the monks of Durham should be able
to invent such a distinctive name. Still, the only
proviso here could be that the name was not part
of the original text in Historia, but first was inter-
polated during the time after Cnut the Great and
his son Hardecnut.

However, a few essential Viking hoards have
provided new numismatic information and evi-
dence which legalizes the name Hardecnut.



A Silverdale coin with the inscription ‘Airdeco-
nut’ proves the existence of the name before Cnut
the Great's time. The design of the coin relates to
known Cuerdale coins of the kings Siefredus and
Cnut (c. 895-902).

Two Viking hoards from Cuerdale and Silver-
dale are dated to the time around 900. The British
Museum writes about Silverdale -

‘The artefacts and coins together bear witness to
diverse cultural contacts and a wide Viking
mercantile network, extending from Ireland in the
West to central or northern Russia and the Islamic
world in the East. The hacksilver and weight-
adjusted armrings served as a form of  currency in a
bullion economy. This perspective further reinforces
the picture gained most recently by study of the finds
from the Vale of  York hoard, discovered only in
2007. Probably the most significant connection to
emerge from a preliminary examination of  the
Silverdale finds is the similarity shown by a number
of  the objects to pieces from the rather larger Viking-
age hoard discovered at Cuerdale, near Preston in
Lancashire in 1840. The Cuerdale hoard can be
dated to c. 905-10 on the basis of the combination
of the coins. The Silverdale hoard contains many
of the same types, and was apparently buried at
much the same time, or possibly slightly earlier.
While further work may produce a more secure date,
an approximate date of  c. 900-910 seems safe at
present ’.

The approx. 44 kilogram of silver contained in
the two hoards, including additional 617 coins from
the Vale of  York hoard deposited 927, gives a good
idea of what size of lucrative import-export 29 busi-
ness there was manage by the jointly kings from
Dublin and York. The sources mention that king
Sigfred of  York maintained a fleet of  40 units.

Some elements indicate that the kings of  York
during this period were related to each other.
Guthred's father was called Hardacnut and it is
believed that his successor Sigfred was his son. The
numismatic evidence demonstrates that Sigfred and
the character Cnut ruled jointly for a period c. 900
AD. The very rare 'Cnut' seems to be named after
Guthred's father Hardacnut and may belong to the
same genus.
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MORE POSSIBLE KINGS

After the death of Cnut another Halfdan II was
probably king of  York 902-910. Again, two coins
(Cuerdale) carry the inscription Alfdene Rex (taq
910) and are plausibly to be associated with the
Norse king Healfdene who was killed in 910. Ac-
cording to the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, a battle took
place at Tettenhall, Staffordshire on August 5, 910,
where two kings Healfdene and Eowils (Ecwils,
Eywsl) and a specific Ivar (Inwaer) fell in the bat-
tle. Possibly, Halfdan II was a joint king of  York
with Eowils (Chronicon Æthelweardi).

However, some have argued that these kings
appear to be the last in this branch after Guthred
filium Hardacnut, and York thereafter was briefly
taken over by Ragnall ua Ímair of Dublin in c. 911.
Some coins were issued in his name there.

TIMELINE 900 - 939

Years 900-02
Cnut was king of  York.

Years 902-10
Halfdan II was king of  York.

Year 902
Irish expel the Norsemen from Dublin.

Iondarbadh Gall a h-Erinn, a longport Atha
Cliath la Cearbhall, mac Mui-regein, 7 lá
Laighnibh, la Maol Finnia co Feraibh Bregh
imme, co fárccaibhsiot dréchta mora dia
longaibh dia n-eis, 7 co n-erlaiset leath-
mharbh tar muir.

Expulsion of the foreigners from Ireland, from the base
at Áth Cliath, by Cerball son of Muirecán, and by the
Laigin; by Máel Finnia with the men of Brega around
him; and they left a great number of ships behind them,
and they escaped half dead across the sea.

Year 910
The Battle of  Tettenhall. Halfdan II was a joint king
of  York with Eowils.
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Year c. 911
Ragnald - Ragnall ua Ímair - held briefly power in
York.

Years 912-c. 918
Wessex conquers the Danelaw as far north as the
Humber.

Years 917-921
Norsemen under Sihtric Cáech recapture Dublin. His
brother Ragnald - Ragnall ua Ímair - left Waterford to
ravage in Scotland, sacking Dunblane.

Year 918
Ragnald - Ragnall ua Ímair - was back in Northumbria
and was once again brought to battle by the Scots and
Northumbrians at Corbridge.

Years 919-921
Ragnald - Ragnall ua Ímair - recapturing York and
make himself king. Issued coins.

Years 921-927
Sihtric Cáech succeeded his brother Ragnald as king of
York. Issued coins.

Year 927
Guthfrith, king of  Dublin 921-934, was king of  York.

Years 927-939
Athelstan, king of  York - and king of  Wessex 924-
939.
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